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The  President's  Report 


CHARACTER  FOR  CHARACTER 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Fisk  University: 

Again  I  submit  an  annual  report,  this  time 
for  the  year  closing  June  30,  1923,  representing 
the  eighth  year  of  my  own  service  and  the 
fifty-eighth  of  the  existence  of  Fisk  Univer- 
sity. 

Financial  Situation 

This  report,  although  covering  the  year  clos- 
ing the  preceding  June,  is  dated  January  1, 
1924,  the  date  when  we  hoped  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce the  completion  of  our  million  dollar  en- 
dowment fund.  Our  hopes  are  deferred,  but  we 
still  anticipate  that  the  total  will  be  reached 
before  the  day  of  grace  has  entirely  passed. 
Our  concentration  on  the  larger  fund  lessened 
of  necessity  our  efforts  in  other  directions  and 
resulted  in  a  deficit  for  the  year  which  must 
soon  be  met.  The  problem  of  current  obliga- 
tions remains  a  very  serious  one.  It  does  not 
seem  possible  that  the  country  at  large  will 
permit  Fisk  to  lose  the  million  for  lack  of  less 
than  one-tenth  of  that  amount.  With  the  en- 
dowment secured,  we  as  Trustees  will  return 
with  renewed  zeal  to  our  search  for  income 
for  current  needs.  As  always  we  must  trust 
that  if  we  are  worthy  in  our  work,  resources 
for  its  continuance  will  in  due  season  be  forth- 
coming. 

Character  for  Character 

The  thing  we  call  an  institution  is  highly 
intangible  or  highly  artificial  and  unreal.  A 
school,  such  as  ours,  does  not  consist  in  build- 
ings and  grounds,  students  and  alumni,  Trus 
tees  and  Faculty,  but  in  a  pervading  spirit, 
bringing  everything  and  everybody  into  subjec- 
tion to  it.    The  thing  we  call  the  self,  the  soul, 


in  a  person,  has  its  correlate  in  the  thing  we 
call  an  institution.  Whatever  works  to  other 
ends  reduces  the  institution,  no  matter  how 
active,  no  matter  how  apparently  effective,  to 
the  quality  of  the  robots,  imaged  for  us  in 
Capek's  play  called  Rossom's  Universal  Ro- 
bots. 

History 

I  have  been  musing  lately  over  the  history 
of  Fisk  University,  simple  in  details,  prosaic  in 
activities,  modest  in  pretensions,  almost  su- 
pernal in  aspirations.  Caught  in  the  swirl  of 
brotherhood  at  the  close  of  fraternal  strife, 
inspired  by  religion,  enveloped  by  recriminat- 
ing and  reciprocal  prejudices,  the  benevolence 
of  thousands  responded  to  the  vision  of  salva- 
tion for  a  people  knowing  not  its  right  hand 
from  its  left  and  permitted  themselves  to  be 
swallowed  up  for  a  time  in  the  midst  of  the 
turbulent  seas  of  intersectional  and  interra- 
cial misunderstandings,  that  the  message 
might  be  carried  and  salvation  demonstrated 
before  the  t  eyes  of  both  those  who  believed 
and  those  who  could  not  believe.  We  of  nearly 
three  score  of  years  later  have  reason  to  re- 
joice that  the  seas  have  quieted  and  the  mists 
of  misunderstanding  largely  lifted.  But  our 
eyes  must  be  raised  to  still  farther  goals  even 
as  we  follow  on  under  the  same  guiding  star 
glimpsed  by  their  more  prophetic  vision. 

First  Catalogue 

It  was  in  1868  that  the  "First  Annual  Cata- 
logue of  the  Fisk  University  and  Normal 
School"  for  1867-8  was  issued.  The  copy  I  am 
following  bears  the  personal  handwriting  and 
inscription  of  "Geo.  L.  White." 
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FISK   JUBILEE   SINGERS  OF  1871 


FIRST  COLLEGE  CLASS,  1875 

Containing   two   of  the  three    Burrus    Brothers  who   gave    valuable   property  to 

Fisk,  recently. 
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Beginnings 

Its  first  page  is  headed  "History"  and  car- 
ries the  following  statement: 

"The  Fisk  School  was  founded  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
by  the  American  Missionary  Association  and  West- 
ern Freedmen's  Aid  Commission,  in  January,  1866. 
While  conducted  as  a  Free  Public  School,  there 
was  an  enrollment,  for  the  year,  of  about  twelve 
hundred  pupils,  with  an  average  attendance  of  eight 
hundred. 

"In  August,  1867  (the  city  of  Nashville  having 
provided  free  schools  for  all  classes  of  her  children), 
a  charter  was  secured  for  the  Fisk  University,  and 
the  Academic  and  Normal  Departments  were  opened 
the   following  September. 

"The  whole  number  in  attendance,  during  the  year, 
has  been  four  hundred  and  twelve,  of  which  forty- 
one  are  in  the  Normal  Department,  and  eighty-seven 
in  the  High  School.  The  average  daily  attendance 
of  all  the  Departments,  for  the  year,  has  been  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two." 

First  Trustees 

The  Board  of  Trustees  consisted  of  Rev.  Geo. 
E.  Whipple,  New  York,  and  Rev.  E.  M.  Cravath 
of  Cincinnati,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
from  Nashville,  Rev.  H.  S.  Bennett,  Prof  J.  H. 
Barnum,  Judge  'John  Lawrence,  John  Ruhm 
Esq.,  Charles  Crosby  P]sq.,  John  J.  Casey  Esq., 
Prof.  John  Ogden. 

Tuition  Charges 

The  tuition  charges  for  the  year  in  High 
School  were  $12.  Pupils  in  the  Normal  De- 
partment were  exempt  from  tuition  fees  pro- 
vided they  taught  a  half  hour  per  day  in  the 
Model  School  and  pledged  themselves  to  teach 
in  the  public  schools  of  Tennessee  for  as  long 
a  time  as  they  attended  the  Normal  classes. 
Room,  board  and  laundry  cost  from  |2.50  to 
$3  per  week. 

Discipline 

Under  the  heading  "Order  and  Discipline" 
it  Avas  announced  that 

"  'Order  is  Heaven's  first  law.'  Without  it,  no 
profitable  employment  can  be  carried  on,  much  less 
a  school,  where  one  of  the  leading  objects  is  to  so 
learn  and  practice  self-control  as  to  be  able  to  con- 
trol others. 

"Every  student,  therefore,  on  entering  the  Univer- 
sity, taKes  upon  himself  a  solemn  obligation  to  obey 
all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Institution,  and 
to  use  his  influence  to  induce  others  to  do  the  same. 

"The  Discipline  will  be  mild  or  severe,  according 
to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  offenses,  but  always 
firm,  and  administered  with  strict  reference  to  the 
reformation  of  the  offender,  as  well  as  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  authority." 

Union  Literary  Society 

The  Union  Literary  Society  was  announced 
as  already  in  existence.  Also  "A  singing 
class"  for  "the  advancement  of  its  members" 
and  "the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 


University  by  bringing  this  work  before  the 
people." 

Under  the  heading  "Donations"  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that 

"Liberal  donations  from  the  Freedmen's  Bureau, 
for  general  expenses,  and  from  the  'Peabody  Educa- 
tional Fund,'  to  aid  young  men  and  women  who  may 
desire  to  become  teachers,  have  been  made.  For 
these,  we  are  truly  thankful.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
sources  of  munificence  will  continue  their  benefac- 
tions, so  that  we  may  continue  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  truly  worthy  and  needy  applicants  for 
help." 

The  Appeal 

The  Catalogue  closes  with  "An  Appeal" 
which  starts  with  the  proposition  that 

"Ignorance  is  the  bane  of  republics.  .  .  .  The  true 
policy  of  reconstruction  is  to  educate  the  people. 
But  how  can  we  educate  without  teachers?  ...  It 
is  to  supply  this  that  the  Fisk  University  with  its 
Normal  Department,  has  been  organized.  .  .  .  The 
following  report  of  the  First  Annual  Examination 
will  show  what  has  already  been  done  in  the  way 
of  inaugurating  this  great  work.  The  class  ex- 
amined in  teaching  exercises  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  pupils  [and  the  examining  committee,  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  John  Eaton,  Jr..  Pres- 
byterian Pastor  Wm.  W.  Campbell,  and  Congrega- 
tional Pastor  H.  S.  Bennett,  bore  testimony  that 
'the  proficiency  of  those  examined  was  gratifying 
and  indicates  the  wisdom  of  the  efforts  that  have 
been  made  to  prepare  competent  colored  teachers  for 
all  the  duties  of  instructors.'] 

"In  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  transcendent 
importance  of  rearing  up  here  in  the  South,  teachers 
thoroughly  trained  and  fitted  by  habits,  tastes,  and 
inclinations  for  the  peculiar  work  of  teaching  the 
poor  and  lowly,  we  earnestly  appeal,  in  the  name 
of  religion  and  humanity,  in  the  name  of  our  coun- 
try and  government,  to  all  lovers  of  learning  and 
religion,  to  all  lovers  of  law  and  liberty,  to  aid 
in  the  general  advancement  of  this  cause." 

The  Home 

In  the  Catalogue  of  the  following  year  the 
following  statement  is  made: 

"The  teachers  and  students  boarding  on  the 
grounds  are  organized  into  one  family,  or  home.  .  .  . 
By  this  means,  not  only  better  boarding  can  be 
furnished,  but  the  students  are  trained  in  matters 
of  housekeeping,  economy  and  neatness,  and  are 
brought  under  all  the  social,  refining  and  elevating 
influences   of  the   Christian  family  and    home." 

First  Faculty 

The  Board  of  Instruction  the  first  year  in- 
cluded the  now  well  known  names  of  John 
Ogden,  Principal,  Rev.  H.  S.  Bennett  Latin, 
George  L.  White,  music,  and  seven  others,  all 
ladies  (Mrs.  John  Ogden,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Crosby, 
and  Misses  SwallowT,  Palmer,  White,  Semple 
and  Clapp). 

In  the  Third  Annual  Catalogue  (1809-70) 
occur  the  names  of  Helen  C.  Morgan,  one  of 
the  supporting  pillars  of  Fisk  down  to  1908> 
and  of  Ella  Sheppard,  teacher  of  instrumental 
music,   whose  name   continues   as   pianist   for 
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the  Jubilee  Singers  in  the  Catalogue  down  to 
1877. 

First  Collegiate  Course 

In  June,  1871,  a  collegiate  course  was  es- 
tablished and  a  class  admitted.  In  that  same 
year  General  Clinton  B.  Fisk  first  appears  as 
a  Trustee  as  well  as  George  L.  White  (Rev. 
M.  E.  Strieby  of  New  York  and  Rev.  H.  8. 
Bennett  had  joined  the  preceding  year).  The 
preceding  year  bad  also  been  made  memorable 
by  the  coming  of  Professor  Adam  K.  Spence, 
who  is  properly  credited  with  the  initiation 
and  development  of  the  collegiate  work  of 
Fisk.  In  1871  came  Miss  Sarah  M.  Wells,  who 
served  Fisk  for  many  years  and  entered  into 
rest  long  after  all  the  others  thus  far  men- 
tioned had  crossed  over. 

The  new  college  course  included  Latin,  7 
terms ;  Greek,  7y2  terms ;  Mathematics,  5 
terms;  History,  (Greek,  Roman,  Medieval,  and 
modern);  French,  2  terms;  Botany,  y2  term; 
Natural  Philosophy,  1  term;  German,  1  term; 
Chemistry,  1  term;  English,  2  terms;  Astron- 
omy, 1  term;  Psychology,  1  term;  Logic,  1 
term :  Geology  and  Physiology,  1  term :  Moral 
Science,  1  term;  Political  Economy,  1  term. 

The  College  Preparatory  course  of  three 
years  consisted  exclusively  of  Latin,  3  years; 
Greek,  2  years;  English,  2-3  of  a  year;  Mathe- 
matics, 2  2-3  years ;  Bookkeeping,  1-3  years ; 
Outlines  of  History,  1-3  year. 

Aims 

The  following  pronouncement  as  to  ''Aims" 
was  made  in  this  notable  year: 

"Fisk  University  aims  to  give  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  all  branches  of  education  usually  taught  in 
similar  institutions,  .  .  .  Holding)  firmly  to  Chris- 
tian faith,  as  promulgated  in  the  Bible,  it  would 
unite  with  all  denominations  of  Christians,  aiding 
them   all,   and   being  aided   by  them." 

Jubilee  Singers 

''The  'Jubilee  Singers'  under  the  direction  of 
Geo.  L.  White,  Treasurer  of  the  University,  have 
by  concerts  given  during  the  year,  raised  the  sum 
of  $20,000  toward  the  erection  of  a  building,  to  be 
called  Jubilee  Hall." 

Rules  and  Regulations 

"The  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage,  as  also 
the  use  of  tobacco,  is  prohibited.  Profanity  and 
any  thing  immoral  or  tending  to  immorality,  is 
strictly  forbidden.  Untruthfulness  and  all  dishonesty 
are  regarded  as  vices,  and  will  be  dealt  with  as 
such.  Whatever  is  impolite  and  opposed  to  refine- 
ment of  manners  must  be  corrected.  Cleanliness 
of  person  is  required.  Complete  and  cheerful  obe- 
dience to  the  officers  of  the  institution  is  expected. 
Young  persons  committed  to  the  care  of  the  in- 
stitution as  boarders,  are  not  permitted  to  leave, 
except  at  the  request  of  their  parents  or  guardians. 
As  the  institution  is  held  responsible  for  their  safe 
keeping,  so  it  must  have  that  control  over  them 
which  is  exercised  by  a  kind  and  judicious  parent. 


DR.    E.    M.    CRAVATH 
First  President  of  Fisk  University 


Parents  or  guardians  having  any  real  or  supposed 
grievances,  are  requested  to  make  them  known 
at  once,  as  such  grievances  often  come  from  mis- 
understandings, and  are  soon  put  right  by  frank 
and  friendly  intercourse.  Parents  or  guardians  will 
be  informed  of  serious  misdemeanors  committed  by 
their  children  or  wards." 

The  Second  Principal 

The  Catalogue  for  1873-74  carries  the  official 
title  of  Principal  for  Professor  Spencer,  al- 
though he  probably  served  as  such  from  his 
first  arrival  in  1871. 

Reverend  Fredric  A.  Chase  appears  as  In- 
structor in  Physical  Sciences. 

The  Fisk  of  1876 

A  special  history  of  the  University  was  is- 
sued in  1S76  in  connection  with  the  services 
of  dedication  of  Jubilee  Hall  and  of  the  per- 
manent campus  of  the  institution.  Excerpts 
from  the  history  will  tell  the  story  of  the 
crisis  of  1871,  of  the  development  of  the  Jubi- 
lee music,  the  faith  of  George  L.  White,  the 
success  of  the  Jubilee  Singers,  and  the  estab 
lishment  of  the  University  at  home  and  abroad. 

"Fisk  school  was  opened,  January  9,  1866,  in  gov- 
ernment buildings,  west  of  the  Chattanooga  depot, 
known  at  the  time  as  the  Railroad  Hospital.  The 
buildings  that  had  sheltered  the  Union  soldiers  be- 
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came  the  schoolhouse  for  the  emancipated  children 
of  bondage.  General  C.  B.  Fisk  was  then  chief  of 
the  Freeaman's  Bureau  for  Tennessee  and  adjoining 
States,  and,  taking  great  interest  in  the  enterprise, 
it  was  called  by  his  name.  He  has  since  contributed 
largely  to  its  success.  The  school  was  under  the 
auspices  of  the  American  Missionary  Association, 
of  New  York,  and  the  Western  Freedmen's  Aid 
Commission.  In  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  the 
latter  society  turned  over  its  interest  in  the  work 
to  the  American  Missionary  Association,  by  which 
is  has  been  fostered  ever  since." 

"The  Institution  has  been  sustained  by  marked 
providential  interpositions.  These  were  seen  at  the 
outset.  The  school  was  needed;  the  hospital  build- 
ings were  suited  to  the  purpose;  but  they  could 
only  be  secured  by  the  purchase  of  the  grounds 
on  which  they  stood  and  neither  of  the  societies 
which  wished  to  start  the  school  had  the  means 
at  hand  to  make  the  purchase.  In  this  emergency, 
three  men,  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  then  recently  Sec- 
retary of  the  Christian  Commission,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Cravath,  lately  a  chaplain  of  the  army  and  then 
connected  with  the  American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion, and  Mr.  John  Ogden  who  had  been  in  the 
army  and  was  then  in  the  service  of  the  Western 
Freedmen's  Aid  Commission,  advanced  their  indiv- 
idual credit  and  money  to  the  amount  of  $16,000 
and  the  land  was  bought  and  the  buildings  opened 
for  the  school.  It  was  placed  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Ogden,  a  prominent  educator  before  the  war, 
who  during  his  two  school  years  in  Nashville  in- 
structed, with  the  aid  of  a  corps  of  teachers,  nearly 
1,000  pupils  annually.  The  indebtedness  to  Messrs. 
Smith,  Cravath,  and  Ogden  was  subsequently  dis- 
charged, and  the  American  Missionary  Association 
became  possessor  of  the  property.  In  1868,  the  Gov- 
ernment transferred  to  it  the  buildings. 

"The  Peabody  Fund  generously  granted  $800  a 
year  to  aid  the  indigent  students;  in  1868  came 
the  grant  of  $7,000  from  the  Freedmen's  Bureau, 
and  with  this  and  funds  from  the  Association,  the 
old  buildings  were  repaired,  a  dormitory  and  chapel 
were  erected  and  ready  for  use  in  1869.  Thus  were 
these  wants  met. 

"But  another  and  a  greater  crisis  came  in  1871. 
The  old  buildings  though  often  repaired  could  not 
be  saved  from  decay.  A  new  site  and  new  build- 
ings were  needed  or  the  University  must  be  ser- 
iously crippled  if  not  abandoned.  The  American 
Missionary  Association  had  no  resources  from  which 
to  meet  so  large  a  necessity.  But  the  hand  of  God  was 
not  shortened.  From  a  new,  an  unexpected  and  unex- 
ampled source  did  He  provide  the  means.  Geo.  L. 
White,  a  young  man  who  was  music  teacher  in  the  In- 
stitution, conceived  the  idea  of  training  a  company 
of  colored  singers  and  carrying  them  through  the 
Northern  States  on  a  concert  tour.  His  enthusiasm 
for  music  was  unbounded,  and  his  ability  to  train 
his  classes  extraordinary.  Facing  the  greatest  ob- 
stacles, he  undertook  the  untried  work  upon  his 
own  responsibility.  He  and  his  troupe  set  out 
from  Nashville,  October  6,  1871,  and  for  a  while 
labored  on  making  scarcely  money  enough  to  meet 
current  expenses.  But  at  length  the  tide  turned 
in  his  favor,  his  singers  were  applauded  by  crowded 
houses,  they  became  famous  and  both  money  and 
friends  were  theirs.  At  the  end  of  their  first 
concert-season  they  found  that  they  had  netted 
$20,000.  Another  season  resulted  as  prosperously, 
and  $20,000  more  were  secured.  With  these  funds 
twenty-five  acres  were  purchased — the  former  site 
of  Fort  Gillem,  northwest  of  Nashville,  one  of  the 
most  eligible  situations  that  could  have  been 
chosen.  On  January  1,  1873,  excavation  for  the 
foundation  was  commenced,  and  October  1,  1873, 
the  corner  stone  was  laid.  The  Jubilee  Singers, 
then   taking   a   tour   through    Great   Britain,   netted 


$50,000  which  carried  on  the  work  to  a  cost  of 
$70,000.  After  this,  the  now  celebrated  troupe 
returned  home  to  Fisk  University  to  reorganize  for 
another  season.  They  are  now  again  in  Great 
Britain,  and  are  engaged  in  giving  their  unique 
concerts  to  delighted  audiences.  Since  going  over 
last   summer   they   have   netted    $20,000. 

"The  dedication  of  Jubilee  Hall,  January  1,  1876, 
completes  this  remarkable  story  of  divine  help  in 
the  hour  of  need. 

"But  while  these  outer  providential  interpositions 
have  been  so  marked,  we  can  also  record  the  no 
less  signal  manifestations  of  divine  grace.  From 
the  beginning,  the  school  has  been  blessed  with 
teachers  who  have  sought  the  spiritual  good  of  the 
pupils;  and  the  gracious  manifestations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  have  been  granted  as  the  almost  constant 
blessings  on  the  school.  Revivals  of  religion  have 
frequently  been  enjoyed,  of  great  power  in  the 
conversion  of  souls.  These  spiritual  influences  have 
been  borne  by  the  pupils  on  their  return  home 
and  as  they  have  gone  forth  to  teach  and  to  preach; 
and  ane  recognized  also  in  the  humble  deport- 
ment of  the  Jubilee  Singers  and  their  many  temp- 
tations to  vanity  and  wordliness  and  especially 
in  the  wonderful  success  which  God  has  been  pleased 
to  give  them. 

"The  permanent  location  for  Fisk  University  is 
most  happily  chosen.  It  is  situated  about  one 
mile  northwest  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  occupies 
the  former  site  of  Fort  Gillem.  The  fort  was  named 
in  honor  of  General  Gillem,  of  Modoc  fame,  who 
afterward  resided  on  a  farm  near  Nashville,  and 
who  died  there  about  four  weeks  ago.  The  fort 
was  furnished  with  a  good  armament,  but  there 
never  was  any  fighting  done  there,  and  these  ram- 
parts were  fitly  leveled  to  receive  a  building  won 
by  the  pathetic  songs  of  ex-slaves,  and  designed 
for  the  enlightenment  and  elevation  of  their  race, 
whose  bondage  once  darkened  our  fair  land.  No 
memory  of  blood  or  of  battle  will  cling  to  the 
spot.  It  is  henceforth  consecrated  to  education  and 
religion,  and  the  fort  will  be  forgotten  in  the 
University. 

"The  school  has  already  graduated  one  class  from 
the  higher  normal  and  one  from  the  college  course. 
But  this,  by  no  means,  measures  the  extent  of 
its  usefulness.  Its  pupils  have,  in  the  past  year, 
taught  120  schools,  with  10,000  scholars,  to  whom 
they  have  borne  a  healthful  Christian  influence — 
asi  well  as  to  homes,  Sunday-schools,  prayer-meet- 
ings and  churches,  where  they  have  temporarily 
resided. 

"The  special  act  of  dedication  took  place  on 
Saturday  forenoon,  January  1,  1876,  but  the  ser- 
vices may  be  said  to  have  begun  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, ere  the  rooms  had  all  been  cleaned  out  and 
the  furniture  arranged,  and  to  have  ended,  Jan- 
uary 3,  1876,  when  the  school  exercises  were  reg- 
ularly inaugurated. 

"The  first  public  prayer  in  Jubilee  Hall  was  of- 
fered on  Friday  morning.  'We  assembled,'  says  one 
of  the  teachers,  'in  a  recitation  room,  and  as  there 
were  no  seats,  we  lined  the  four  walls  of  the  room, 
standing  with  reverent  heads,  as  Prof.  Spence  com- 
mitted to  God  our  new  and  beautiful  house  and  our- 
selves  its  occupants.' 

Watch  Night  Meeting 

"This  meeting  is.  of  immemorial  observance  among 
the  colored  people  and  has  been  held  regularly 
in  Fisk  School  since  it  was  founded.  The  ser- 
vices are  devotional  ajid  being  continued  till  after 
midnight  are  a  farewell  to  the  old  year  and  a 
welcome  to  the  new.  On  this  occasion  the  meet- 
ing was  conducted  by  Dr.  H.  W.  Hubbard,  for- 
merly an  instructor  and  assistant  treasurer  in  Fisk 
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University,  and  was  participated  in  by  teachers 
and  students  and  by  friends  from  abroad. 

"A  teacher  gives  these  particulars:  'The  special 
burden  of  prayer  seemed  to  be  that  God  who  had 
so  surely  been  with  the  school  in  the  old  home  might 
take  possession  of  this,  might  so  fill  it  with  His 
presence  that  it  should  be  as  the  temple  of  old, 
when  the  glory  of  the  Lord  descended  and  abode 
upon  it,  and  in  it,  that  it  might  be  the  birthplace 
of  souls  for  many  generations  to  come. 

"Just  at  twelve  o'clock,  when  1875  was  numbered 
with  the  past,  and  the  untried  new  year  was  open- 
ing upon  us,  we  all  knelt  in  silent  prayer,  that 
God  would  hide  us  beneath  His  wing,  safely  shelter- 
ing us,  during  all  the  passing  years,  whether  they 
brought  to  us  trial  and  sorrow  or  joy  and  rejoic- 
ing, in  the  great  work  that  He  has  given  us  to  do.'  " 

Dedication  of  Jubilee  Hall — Jan.  1,  1876 

"A  more  delightful  day  could  not  have  been  de- 
sired for  the  dedication  of  Jubilee  Hall  than  today. 

"A  noticeable  feature  in  the  audience  was  the 
large  number  of  white  citizens  present.  The  Six- 
teenth Infantry  Band  was  in  attendance,  and  while 
the  multitude  was  assembling  and  in  the  subse- 
quent exercises,  contributed  to  the  interest  of  the 
occasion. 

"Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  took  the  chair  and  invited  the  vast  audi- 
ence to  unite  in  singing,  'Praise  God  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow.' 

"The  audience  remained  standing  while  Rev.  D. 
W.  Phillips,  D.D.,  invoked  the  Divine  blessing.  The 
University  choir  sang,  'Steal  away  to  Jesus.' 

"Selections  of  Scripture  were  read  by  Rev.  J. 
Braden  from  an  elegant  Bible  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Jubilee  Singers  by  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  New  York  City,  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Burchard  is  pastor.  The  band  played  the  national, 
airs,  closing  with  'Dixie'  and  'Yankee  Doodle'  amid 
loud  and  long  continued  applause. 

General  Fisk's  Address 

"When,  in  1S65,  the  rainbow  of  peace  spanned 
the  country's  horizon,  to  myself  was  assigned  the 
duty,  in  this  and  adjoining  States,  of  aiding,  to 
the  extent  of  my  ability  as  an  officer  of  the  army, 
in  the  re-establishment  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
civil  law,  in  the  restoration  of  prostrate  industries, 
and  of  doing  whatever  else  should  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  [the]   people.     *     *     * 

"In  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  as- 
signed to  me,  from  no  source  did  I  receive  more 
cordial  and  helpful  aid  than  from  those  who  had 
been  chief  spirits  in  the  great  conflict,  and  who, 
with  sword  and  pen,  had  served  the  'lost  cause'  with 
all  possible  devotion  and  earnestness;  but  hav- 
ing returned  to  the  old  paths  they  with  equal  ardor 
hammered  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  thus  for- 
getting the  things  which  were  behind,  the  great 
aim  was  to  follow  those  which  made  for  peace. 
We  struck  hands  of  fellowship  and  said:  'How 
best  can  we,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  the  blue  and  the 
gray,'   uplift   the  prostrate  communities? 

"Did  Christian  character  ever  shine  in  greater 
completeness  before  men,  than  was  revealed  in 
the  beautiful  and  blameless  life  of  Dr.  A.  L.  P. 
Green?  Did  ever  better  heart  throb  in  human  bosom 
than  that  which  grew  still  in  his  breast?  During 
the  period  of  my  service  here,  Dr.  Green  was  my 
constant  advisor  and  wise  counsellor.  His  intimate 
knowledge  of  all  parties  in  the  South,  and  his  earn- 
est desire  to  promote  peace  and  goodly  fellow- 
ship rendered  him  invaluable  to  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  delicate  duties  to  which  I  had  been 
called.  Dr.  Green  was  the  first  man  in  the  nation 
to    place    in    my    hands    any    considerable    sum    of 


money  for  the  education  of  the  Freedmen.  This 
noble  Southern  man  was  among  the  pioneers  in  this 
good  work." 

"It  is  a  decade  since  many  of  us  who  share  in 
this  day's  joys  participated  in  the  inauguration  of 
Fisk  School,  established  in  yonder  vacated  army 
barracks,  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Mis- 
sionary Association,  by  two  of  its  most  faithful, 
sagacious  representatives,  Revs.  E.  M.  Cravath  and 
E.  P.  Smith,  who,  after  a  survey  of  many  invit- 
ing fields,  decided  that  here,  in  this  central  city 
of  the  South,  they  would  plant  a  university  for 
the  higher  education  of  the  freed  people.  It  was 
the  day  of  small  things;  and  to  an  observer,  who 
did  not  with  prophetic  soul  scan  the  future,  the 
idea  that  a  university  should  be  the  outgrowth  of 
the  beginning  of  ten  years  ago  was  absurd.  Let 
us  not  despise  the  day  of  small  things.  When 
a  young  clergyman  centuries  ago  landed  from  the 
Old  World  on  the  shores  of  New  England  in  search 
of  health,  and,  failing  to  obtain  it,  exchanged  both 
the  Old  and  the  New  World  for  Heaven,  and  in 
dying  bequeathed  400  sterling  for  the  founding  of 
a  college,  he  little  knew  how  well  he  was  building, 
and  that  Harvard  would  become  a  household  word 
the  wide  world  over.  And  when  a  few  poor  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  in  Connecticut  brought  to- 
gether each  a  few  books,  and  said,  'We  give  these 
for  the  founding  of  a  college,'  they  had  no  con- 
ception that  their  act  was  the  first  step  in  the 
creation   of  Yale." 

"The  immediate  friends  and  promoters  of  this 
institution,  though  poor  in  worldly  goods,  and  beset 
with  discouragements  without  limit,  were  never- 
theless, rich  in  faith,  and  never  faltered  from  their 
original  purpose  to  build  here  a  college,  or,  at  least, 
make  the  beginning,  trusting  to  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  those  who  might  come  after  them  to 
carry  forward  the  enterprise  to  complete  success. 
Year  by  year,  after  the  undertaking  of  ten  years 
since,    grew    upon    us    the    perplexing    problem    of 
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obtaining  the  means  to  purchase  a  new  site  and 
erect  the  permanent  initial  building  of  Fisk  Uni- 
versity. When,  through  decay  of  tne  old  build- 
ings and  the  urgent  demands  for  increased  facili- 
ties, the  necessity  for  a  solution  of  the  problem 
became  imperative,  there  was  found  one  man  equal 
to  the  emergency. 

"The  son  of  a  village  blacksmith,  who,  from  lim- 
ited advantages  of  culture,  became  a  successful 
country  school  teacher,  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier 
of  the  army  of  the  Union,  and  a  most  faithful  staff 
officer  in  my  own  military  family,  became  the  man 
of  all  work  in  the  hour  of  our  greatest  need;  and 
to  no  human  agency,  nor  to  all  other  human  agen- 
cies combined,  are  the  triumphs  of  this  glad  hour 
so  much  indebted  as  to  George  L.  White." 

"How  well  do  I  remember  when  this  good  brother 
wrote  me  at  my  home  in  St.  Louis,  and  asked  me 
to  loan  him  $300  to  take  his  singers  north  of  the 
Ohio  River.  I  wrote  an  answer  and  told  him  not 
to  think  of  such  a  thing;  that  he  would  bring 
disgrace  upon  us  all,  and  told  him  to  stay  at  home 
and  do  his  work.  He'  wrote  back  that  he  trusted 
.  in  God  and   not  in  Gen.  Fisk." 

"Gen.  Fisk  remarked  that  a  large  company  of 
friends  in  Great  Britain  were  that  day  celebrat- 
ing with  the  Jubilee  Singers  this  glad  occasion, 
and  stated  that  the  Jubilee  Singers  had  just  sent 
them  the  following  dispatch  from  Leeds,  Where  they 
then  were. 

Cable  Telegram  from  England 

"British  friends  and  Jubilee  Singers  send  greet- 
ings. Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.  May 
Fisk  University  be  inspiration  to  struggling  hu- 
manity in  America,  and  light  to  Africa's  millions. 
May  Great  Britain  and  America  ever  thus  unite  to 
extend  Christ's  kingdom. 

'Leeds,  9:00  A.M.  E.  M.  Cravath.' 

Response  from  Nashville 

"  'Fisk  University  responds  with  thankful  greet- 
ings. To  the  Jubilee  Singers,  to  their  friends  at 
home  and  in  the  land  of  Wilberforce  and  Sharp, 
we  owe  what  God  hath  wrought.  May  the  two 
flags  floating  to-day  from  Jubilee  Hall  ever  sym- 
bolize the  united  purpose  of  both  lands  to  fit  the 
struggling  Freedmen  of  America  to  carry  light  to 
Africa.'  " 

"Rev.  John  B.  McFerrin,  D.D.,  senior  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  was  introduced  by  Gen.  Fisk, 
as  having  most  faithfully  aided  him  during  his  of- 
ficial residence  in  Nashville.  He  also  introduced 
him  as  one  of  the  vigorous  young  men  of  the  times 
who  had  for  more  than  fifty  years  preached  the 
gospel  of  the  blessed  Master  and  was  still  valiantly 
bearing  the   banner  of   the    Cross. 

Dr.  McFerrin's  Remarks 

"Dr.  McFerrin  was  greeted  with  much  enthusiasm 
and  spoke  with  great  earnestness  as  follows: 

"Gen.  Fisk,  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  am 
here  this  morning  contrary  to  my  expectations. 
I  have  an  appointment  forty  or  fifty  miles  south 
of  this  place  tomorrow,  and  must  depart  in  a  mo- 
ment to  meet  that  engagement.  One  of  the  great- 
est things  in  a  Methodist  preacher  is  punctuality, 
but  when  I  knew  you  (addressing  Gen.  Fisk)  were 
here.  I  could  not  forego  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you,  of  greeting  you,  and  of  giving  countenance, 
little  as  my  influence  is,  to  this  great  occasion. 
T  was  very  glad  to  hear  you  say  here  today  that 
the  first  considerable  sum  of  money  placed  in  your 
hands  to  be  used  in  promoting  educational  facili- 
ties for  the  Freedmen  was  contributed  by  a  South- 
ern   man    and    a    Southern    Methodist    preacher.       I 


hope  it  may  never  be  said  hereafter  any  where, 
that  we  of  the  South  are  opposed  to  the  education 
and  elevation  of  the  colored  people.  Then,  sir, 
you  made  another  remark  that  touched  me  deeply. 
There's  not  recorded  such  an  instance  in  history 
that  a  few  men  and  women,  like  the  Jubilee  Sing- 
ers, have,  within  the  space  of  a  very  few  years, 
raised  $100,000  for  the  education  of  their  race.  But 
the  beautiful  point  in  it  is  this,  that  I  had  some 
hand  in  that.  Now,  you  ask  me.  'how  do  you 
account  for  that,'  and  I  tell  you  that  it  is  owing 
entirely  to  camp-meeting  songs.  I  helped  to  teach 
the  colored  people  the  camp-meeting  songs  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  Jubilee  Hall.  I  have  heard 
those  songs  sung  during  my  ministry  of  fifty  years. 
1  thank  God  that  after  delivering  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  discourses  to  colored  people,  I  have 
lingered  around  to  hear  these  beautiful  songs,  which 
were  sung  until  the  break  of  day.  If  the  teachers 
here  will  teach  them  to  send  up  songs  and  shouts 
of  praise  to  Jesus,  I  simply  say  AMEN.  I  want 
you,  Gen.  Fisk,  and  all  others,  to  understand,  that 
the  Southern  people,  as  far  as  my  information  ex- 
tends— that  is,  the  intelligent,  patriotic,  and  Chris- 
tian people  of  the  South,  with  perhaps,  a  few  ex- 
ceptions— rejoice  in  the  education  and  elevation 
of  the  colored  people,  and  fully  appreciate  the 
grand  work  you  are  doing  for  them.  I  stand  on 
my  native  soil  and  bear  this  testimony.  It  meets 
the  hearty  co-opera.tion  and  sincere  approbation  of 
all   Christian  people. 

"In  the  elevation  to  which  the  colored  people  may 
attain  it  is  my  prayer  that  all  the  instruction  they 
may  receive,  all  the  culture  you  may  bestow  upon 
them,  may  bring  them  to  Jesus.  Your  Sunday- 
schools,  churches,  seminaries,  and  your  colleges, 
are  worth  nothing  unless  you  bring  those  taught 
to  Jesus.  I  pray  that  the  President,  the  Faculty, 
the  teachers  and  the  pupils  may  all  be  sanctified 
in  Christ,  and  at  the  last  meet  in  heaven  for  Christ's 
sake.' " 

Remarks  by  Dr.  Strieby 

"Gen.  Fisk  introduced  Rev.  M.  S.  Strieby,  D.D., 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Missionary 
Association. 

"I  have  a  pleasant  duty  yet  before  me.  Gen. 
Fisk  has  given  due  honor  to  those  who  have  been 
helpful  in  the  founding  and  growth  of  this  young 
University — to  all  but  himself.  I  may  step  in 
where  his  modesty  halted.  The  efficient  and  noble 
services  of  Gen.  Fisk  at  the  beginning  are  at- 
tested in  part  by  the  bestowal  of  his  name  on 
the  Institution.  His  zeal  has  never  since  flagged, 
and  in  the  late  anxious  days  before  success  came 
to  the  second  campaign  of  the  Jubilee  Singers  in 
Great  Britain,  his  wise  counsels  and  timely  as- 
sistance in  the  use  of  his  credit  and  money,  are, 
and  can  be,  known  only  to  the  few  of  us  who 
were  permitted  to  witness  his  cheerful  unselfish 
spirit  and  his  effective  measures  for  present  re- 
lief and  future  prosperity. 

"I  would  say  more  of  him.  but  that  I  take  the 
liberty  of  saying  a  few  words  for  his  'better  half.' 
The  furniture  of  the  rooms  in  this  building,  like 
the  flowers  that  beautify  the  plant  and  prenare 
for  the  coming  fruitfulness — this  neat  and  substan- 
tial furniture — is  largely  due  to  the  untiring  ef- 
forts and  the  good  taste  of  Mrs.  General  Fisk." 

Remarks  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith 

"My  friends,  when  hereafter  the  question  is  asked. 
Who  originated  Fisk  University?  let  the  answer 
be,  It  was  founded  in  the  lovins:  patient  toil  of 
its  first  teachers.  The  result  of  such  lives  will 
be  an  insniration  to  all  who  shall  come  to  this 
hall    of    learning.      Tn    that    result,    and    in    the    lives 
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of  others  like  them,  will  be  found  the  index  finger 
pointing  to  the  crowning  benefit  of  this  University." 

The  Keys 

"Gen  Fisk  then  delivered  the  keys  to  Rev.  A.  K. 
Spence,  thanking  him  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees, 
and  of  the  American  Missionary  Association,  for 
the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  kept  his  post  through 
sunshine  and  storm. 

"Prof.  Spence  said  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
President,  he  took  the  keys  with  a  full  realiza- 
tion of  the  responsibilities  which  devolved  upon 
himself  and  the  teachers  in  assuming  charge  of 
the  school.  Three  years  ago,  with  a  few  friends 
and  students,  they  had  repaired  to  this  hill.  In 
behalf  of  the  faculty  he  had  lifted  the  first  spade- 
ful of  earth,  Judge  Lawrence  had  lifted  the  second, 
and  a  student,  afterwards  in  the  first  graduating 
class,  had  lifted  the  third.  He  spoke  of  the  in- 
estimable labors  of  George  L.  White.  Referring 
to  the  services  of  the  day,  he  said  he  felt  much 
encouraged  by  the  assertion  of  Dr.  McFerrin,  that 
the  intelligent  people  of  the  South  were  in  accord 
with   them. 

"The  Professor  closed  by  remarking  he  would  hold 
the  keys  in  behalf  of  the  Faculty,  promising  to  keep 
the  building  sacred  to  the  great  cause  of  Education 
and  Religion." 

Remarks  of  J.  D.  Burrus 

"J.  D.  Burrus,  a  graduate  of  Fisk  University,  said 
that  the  graduating  class  of  last  year  were  deeply 
interested  in  the  work  of  education,  and  of  lift- 
ing up  those  around  them.  He  wanted  to  see 
Tennessee  dotted  all  over  with  Fisk  University 
students.  In  behalf  of  the  class,  he  returned  thanks 
to  the  American  Missionary  Association,  also  to 
the  officers  of  Fisk  University  for  the  many  cour- 
tesies extended  them.  No  matter  where  they  went, 
they  would  cherish  their  association  with  Fisk 
University,   and    always   consider   this    their   home." 

The  Strength  of  Foundations 

Thus  we  have  reviewed  for  us  the  story 
down  to  1876 — the  story  of  founding,  of  strug- 
gle, of  discouragement,  and  of  success.  Some 
of  the  great  names  have  passed  in  review  be- 
fore ns,  not  all,  for  otherwise  we  should  have 
mentioned  Theodore  F.  Seward  of  Orange,  N, 
J.,  who  succeeded  Geo.  L.  White  when  the 
latter's  health  failed  after  the  first  tour  of 
the  singers  in  England,  Miss  Anna  T.  Ballan- 
tine,  whose  name  still  occurs  in  current  con- 
versation on  the  campus,  and  I  know  not  how 
many  others. 

The  Second  Epoch 

It  is  not  necessary7  just  now  to  recite  the 
story  of  the  second  epoch.  Many  of  those  who 
made  the  first  epoch  extended  their  labors  far 
into  the  second.  It  was  a  period  of  realiza- 
tion, slow  but  splendid  realization  upon  the 
plans  so  deeply  and  so  widely  made  in  the 
earlier  days.  The  lines  had  been  so  wisely  laid 
and  the  work  was  so  steadily  maintained  that 
even  to  this  day  the  pride  of  the  institution  is 
largely  centered  in  the  achievements  of  the 
first  ten  years  of  our  history  and  in  the  men  and 
women  of  vision  and  strength  who  saw  that 
the  goal  remained  fixed  and  the  travel  steady. 


GEORGE    L.  WHITE 

Who   trained   the   Original    Jubilee   Singers  and   took 

them    on   their   memorable  trip   to   save 

the  University. 

Fisk  Principles 

These  simple  historical  facts  may  to  the 
casual  reader  seem  of  little  significance,  but 
to  the  understanding  mind  they  are  glorious 
achievements,  prophetic  heroisms,  and  perma- 
nent commitments  to  institutional  character. 

Times  change  and  policies  change  with  them. 
But  policies  will  continuously  represent  the 
same  spirit  and  look  to  the  same  goals  which 
inspired  the  founders  and  which  have  inspired 
every  loyal  worker  from  their  day  to  ours. 
Otherwise  the  institution  whatever  its  name 
ceases  to  be  the  same  institution. 

It  is  clear  that  Fisk  was  founded  and  main- 
tained by  sacrifice,  by  concentrated  devotion, 
by  vision,  by  obedience  to  that  vision,  by  faith 
in  the  colored  man,  by  works  that  verified  that 
faith,  by  sendee  that  glorified  the  humdrum, 
by  determination  that  recognized  no  defeats, 
by  persistent  consistency  which  conquered  and 
which  progressed  by  steps  as  inexorable  as  they 
were  gradual.  By  worthiness  and  by  worthy 
consistency  Fisk  lived,  grew,  and  developed. 

The  Third  Epoch 

We  are  apparently  upon  the  verge  of  the 
third   epoch  in   our  history.     The   fidelity   to 
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foundational  principles  which  has  made  the 
second  epoch  fruitful  and  splendid  must  also 
typify  the  larger  time  which  providence  seems 
to  have  placed  just  ahead.  The  personality, 
that  is  the  character  of  Fisk,  must  be  main- 
tained if  Fisk  is  to  do  its  major  work,  namely, 
inspire  character  in  the  individual  students 
who  pass  through  its  doors.  Fisk  must  be 
character  incarnate  if  Fisk  is  to  offer  character 
to  others.  The  first  duty  of  those  who  serve 
at  Fisk  is  to  know  and  to  understand  the  his- 
tory, the  principles,  and  the  spirit  of  Fisk 
Our  second  duty  is  to  fulfill  the  hopes  and 
plans  that  are  yet  unfulfilled.  Having  first 
done  these  two  things  it  will  be  our  privilege 
by  the  power  of  the  Fisk  life  grafted  upon  and 
within  us,  to  move  upward  and  outward  in 
spontaneous  growth  to  the  larger  life  of  the 
prophetic  university. 

The  Fisk  Goals 

In  the  working  out  of  the  spirit  that  be- 
came Fisk — that  is  in  the  creation  of  the  dis- 
tinctiveness that  gave  soul  and  character  to 
Fisk, — ■  certain  goals  and  certain  types  of  poli- 
cies were  wrought  into  the  being  of  the  school 
as  ineradicably  as  were  the  spiritual  attitudes 
of  the  early  days.  Nothing  short  of  the  best 
was  ever  the  slogan  of  the  institution.  To  lift 
the  former  slave  race  to  brotherhood  by  demon- 


stration of  their  ability  to  take  the  best  and 
the  utmost  in  education  and  training  has  been 
the  touchstone  of  every  endeavor  from  the 
beginning  until  now. 

Scholarship 

Scholarship,  because  it  was  apparently  the 
most  unbelievable,  was  inevitably  the  first 
challenge  which  Fisk  offered  the  world.  It  is 
still  the  great  and  high  goal  set  for  the  present 
and  for  the  indefinite  future.  Fisk  has  rrot 
attained  until  the  world  concedes  two  things, 
first  that  a  Negro  as  such,  in  his  native  men- 
tality is  capable  of  the  highest  scholarship, 
and  second  that  a  Negro  college,  with  a  stu- 
dent body  of  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of 
only  colored  students,  can  measure  up  at  even- 
point  with  the  standard  colleges  of  the  land. 

But  Fisk  did  not  stop  with  so  barren  a  goal 
as  mere  scholarship.  There's  a  plus  to  Fisk 
education  which  has  been  the  secret  of  its 
prestige. 

Character  Building 

The  Fisk  founders  knew  that  intellectuality 
alone  can  not  save,  certainly  can  rrot  build 
character  either  for  an  individual  or  a  race. 
Intellectuality  is  rescued  from  probable  harm- 
fulness  and  made  positively  valuable  when  it 
is    backed    bv    character    and    religion.      The 


10 


FISK      UNIVERSITY      NEWS 


^ 

^    ^          ' 

X* 

v  ^^^^H 

^4^^^k 

ML                     >-? 

■fcfj.: 

Bl     ^^^"i^^ 

A                    »?^            -*^K. 

!^>^ 

N 

* 

PROFESSOR    JOHN    OGDEN 
First   Principal   of  Fisk 


PROFESSOR    A.    K.  SPENCE 
Second   Principal  of  Fisk 


human  strength  for  character  is  found  in  habit. 
The  Fisk  builders,  like  the  builders  of  every 
family,  found  it  essential  and  wise  to  instil 
wise  habits  of  life  and  conduct  in  their  stu- 
dents not  only  by  line  upon  line,  and  precept 
upon  precept,  but  by  regularity  upon  regular- 
ity, even  requirement  upon  requirement. 

It  is  probably  true  that  many  of  our  white 
colleges  have  abandoned  the  practical  guidance 
of  life  for  their  students  and  have  thereby 
abandoned  many  students  to  unnecessary 
struggle  and  strain  in  the  attainment  of  what 
the  wisdom  of  the  past,  born  of  costly  experi- 
ence, should  give  to  every  on-coming  genera-' 
tion.  Wild  voices  increasingly  fill  the  air  with 
lamentation  over  the  chaotic  motions  of  mod- 
ern college  youth,  but  rare  is  the  courage  that 
dares  to  profit  by  the  wisdom  of  the  centuries. 
Fisk  has  been  one  of  the  group  of  collegiate 
aspirants  that  has  made  its  name  and  its  soid 
an  expression  of  wise  guidance  in  the  field  of 
daily  life  and  of  social  convention.  The  prod- 
uct of  this  viewpoint,  soi  far  as  that  viewpoint 
lias  been  effective,  lias  been  exceedingly  noticea- 
ble. Guidance  has  made  possible  tlie  pride 
which  Fisk  graduates  feel  in  Fisk. 

Religion 

Still  more  fundamental   than  intellectuality 


and  even  morality  or  character  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Fisk  succession  of  saints  was  religion. 
They  could  not  have  attempted  their  task,  cer- 
tainly they  could  not  have  held  on  as  they 
did.  if  they  had  not  had  a  religion  that  com- 
forted and  strengthened  them  in  isolation  and 
discouragement,  and  that  opened  their  eyes  in 
the  darkness  of  the  night  to  see  the  certainties 
of  a  better  day.  Miss  Wells  told  me  a  few 
years  before  her  death  of  her  first  day  at  Fisk, 
how  blue  she  felt  as  she  arrived  on  a  dismal 
day  at  the  dingy  barracks  stuck  in  the  mud, 
and  how  surprised  she  was  the  next  morning 
when  looking  out  her  bedroom  window  she  saw 
a  beautiful  world  with  a  beautiful  river  flow- 
ing past  her  door.  It  was  a  mirage  that  was 
never  repeated,  but  it  was  a  materialization  of 
the  spiritual  vision  which  pictured  for  all  the 
founders  a  river  of  life  for  a  race  flowing  past 
the  doors  of  Fisk  University.  Only  they  who 
see  that  river  and  drink  thereof  understand 
Fisk  or  share  in  its  work. 

Sacrifice 

Religion  at  Fisk  was  not  acceptance  of  a 
creed,  or  yielding  to  mere  emotionalism.  Re- 
ligion was  so  thoroughly  the  yielding  of  life 
for  the  sake  of  life,  the  yielding  of  self  for 
the  good  of  others,  that  it  might  almost  be  said 
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that  sacrifice  and.  religion  were  for  them  one 
and  the  same  thing'.  To  serve  at  Fisk  was  not 
easy,  was  not  romantic,  was  not  financially 
profitable.  To  forego  the  ordinary  creature 
comforts,  to  be  cut  off  from  much  of  social 
life  and  association,  to  erase  prosperity,  repu- 
tation, even  security  for  old  age  from  the  pres- 
ent and  probable  future  involved  a  consecra- 
tion and  a  sacrifice  in  spirit  that  could  not 
fail  of  spiritual  results.  That  spirit  was  the 
great  contribution  the  teachers  at  Fisk  gave 
to  their  students.  Tt  constitutes  the  spiritual 
basis  of  the  Fisk  character. 

Ambassador  Morgenthau  recently  in  connec- 
tion with  Golden  Rule  Sunday  called  our  at 
tention  to  the  necessity  of  restoring  the  spirit 
of  sacrifice  to  our  nation  declaring  that  other- 


wise "we  are  lost."  In  like  manner  the  spirit 
of  sacrifice  is  the  sine  qua  non  of  service  in  the 
new  day  at  Fisk  as  it  was  in  the  heroic  days 
of  the  past. 

Sacrifice  is  not  an  action  nor  a  depriva- 
tion. It  is  a  spiritual  attitude.  It  may  prove 
that  sacrifice  is  harder  in  days  of  relative  pros- 
perity and  less  constraint  than  it  was  in  the 
past.  I  do  not  sympathize  with  that  state  of 
mind  which  thinks  hardship  per  se  "is  good  for 
missionaries"  so  that  efficient  resources  are 
not  deemed  necessary  either  for  missionaries 
or  for  preachers  or  teachers.  The  world  itself 
should  sacrifice  in  order  that  it  might  pour 
into  the  great  tasks  everywhere  the  equipments 
that  would  bring  life,  and  that  more  abun- 
dantly.    Could  such  a  spirit  sweep  the  world. 
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the  prosperous  sections  of  society  would  know 
a  joy  that,  is  largely  unknown  now,  and  pros- 
perity would  flow  back  to  them  in  floods  un- 
dreamed today. 

The  New  Sacrifice 

I  hope  the  time  is  nearing  when  salaries  at 
Fisk  will  be  on  a  parity  with  those  of  other 
standard  colleges.  The  isolations  that  once 
tended  to  limit  the  life  of  the  teacher  closely 
to  the  campus  are  largely  disappearing.  These 
are  great  advantages.  They  also  carry  grave 
dangers  to  the  Fisk  spirit.  It  is  possible  to 
turn  our  minds  away  to  things  and  events 
and  people  beyond  the  campus  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  we  do  not  live  the  life  of  the  school. 
Our  lives  are  our  real  contribution  to  the  work. 
On  the  campus  and  off  the  campus  we  must 
be  incarnations  of  the  devotion  and  of  the 
principles  which  Fisk  professes.  Then,  too, 
there  should  always  be  a  sense  of  rejoicing 
that  we  can  serve  and  that  we  can  achieve 
under  conditions  of  deprivation,  for  depriva- 
tion will  always  be  present  to  those  who  con- 
trast themselves  with  those  who  labor  for  more 
tangible,  but  less  precious  ends.  The  degree 
to  which  we  of  the  present  prove  faithful  to 
the  historic  Fisk  is  the  measure  of  our  loyalty 
to  the  Fisk  of  today. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  character  of  an  insti- 
tution is  built.  Consistency  of  policy  is  its 
general  evidence.  Consistency  of  spirit  is  its 
essential  necessity.  We  of  the  present  must 
give  ourselves  to  the  institution  we  would 
serve.  We  must  lose  ourselves  in  it  that  later 
we  may  spontaneously  live  its  life.  Ours  is  the 
task  of  fulfilling  that  which  has  been  begun. 
When  that  is  done  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
go  on  to  new  building  in  harmony  with  the  old. 
We  shall  be  true  because  the  character  of  Fisk 
will  have  become  our  characters. 
Will  Fisk  Be  Loyal? 

These  are  stern  requirements,  and  the  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  will  the  future  Fisk 
really  remain  true  to  the  past?  I  believe  she 
will.  The  Trustees  have  it  in  their  power  to 
seek  and  especially  to  retain  only  those  who 
approximate  the  Fisk  spirit.  The  best  of  us 
in  the  Fisk  employ  can  scarcely  hope  to  be 
all  that  Fisk  ought  to  have,  but  the  Trustees 
must  remain  free  to  seek  the  best  the  country 
can   offer,   especially  in   the   major   positions. 


Expenditures 

Salaries  for:  1919-20 

Instruction $48,210 

Regular   year    48,210 

Summer  quarter    

Administration — including    Publicity    . . .   12,930 

Total     $61,140 


Without  the  spirit  no  man  can  be  of  funda- 
mental value  to  the  university.  The  main 
safeguard,  however,  lies  in  the  desire  of  the 
workers  to  be  what  fidelity  to  Fisk  requires.  I 
believe  that  that  spirit  will  continue  to  prevail, 
and  that  Fisk  will  continue  faithful  because 
her  sta*f  will  continue  faithful. 

Our  Privilege 

The  Fisk  character  is  its  splendid  endow- 
ment. It's  a  special  privilege  to  grow  up 
within  it. 

I  am  rejoiced  over  the  close  correspondence 
which  a  comparison  of  the  old  ways  and  the 
new  reveals.  It  is  a  fine  testimonial  to  the 
workers  over  all  these  years  that  so  generally 
their  spirit  and  their  work  has  remained  so 
true.  Our  duty  is  clear.  Our  privilege  in 
the  days  to  come  is  to  project  with  our  greater 
resources  and  our  larger  opportunities  the 
great  spiritual  personality  which  is  Fisk. 

The  Growth  of  the  Fisk  Budget 

With  almost  hourly  efforts  to  keep  expenses 
down  every  year  seems  to  force  added  expendi- 
tures. The  figures  for  the  years  since  1914-15 
for  both  income  and  outgo  are  as  follows : 

Year  ending 

June   30  Income  Expenditure 

1915     $  53,028.87  $  52,692.39 

1916     55,501.42  70,135.68 

1917     64,609.48  72,685.84 

1918     63,199.20  79,579.97 

1919     93,188.97  88,808.74 

1920     120,428.33  117,641.54 

1921     136,867.42  140,849.30 

1922     151,120.92  150,796.38 

1923     135,743.45  164,439.27 

1924* .'  139,384.00*  165,687.00* 

*Budget  figures. 

These  figures  indicate  how  pressing  our 
problem  for  current  existence  is.  I  am  glad 
to  know  that  the  Trustees  plan  to  work  dili- 
gently upon  this  problem  as  soon  as  the  en- 
dowment fund  has  been  assured. 

Salary  Account 

When  the  General  Education  Board  began 
giving  us  the  annual  income  upon  the  $500,000 
capital  which:  they  offered  to  turn  over  to  us 
if  we  could  match  it  from  other  sources,  they 
required  us  to  raise  the  salaries  of  teachers 
by  at  least  .$25,000  per  year.  How  well  we 
have  met  this  requirement  is  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing table: 

for   Salaries 

1920-21            1921-22  1922-23  1922-23  1923-24 

Budget  Actual   "  Budget 

$70,080            $78,530  $  85,940  $  85,610  $  92,810 

66,970              73,110  78,300  77,970  83,510 

3.110                5,420  7,640  7,640  9,600 

14,390              14,370  17,370  18,190  20,160 

$84,470  $92,900       $103,310       $103,800       $112,970 
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The  aggregate  increase  in  instructional  sal-  The  Gift  of  the  Burrus  Brothers 

aries  for  the  full  year  1923-24,  is  |44,600,  or  Jameg  D.  B             alread     mentioned  in  0U1. 

92  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  paid  for  in-  ll}storiCal  review  as  a  member  of  the  first  col- 

structions  four  years   ago      The  increase  for  j         d          that   of   ]g75    acti        for  Mmgelf 

the  regular  year  is  $35  000   or  73  per  cent  of  for  hig  brother    John  H '  Burrxis   (alg0  of  the 

the  amount  paid  m  1919-20.     The  increase  of  flrgt   clagg)    who    died   in    m7     and    for   Mg 

salaries  for  positions  existing  in  1919-20  will  brotl         Dr    Preston  R    Bum       of  the  clagg 

amount  for  the  coming  year   (23-24)   to  $17,-  of  1879    has  this  year  presented  to  the  Uni- 

M0    or  3,  per  cent.     The  salaries  of  the  very  versitv  fourteen  lots   of  land  in  the  City  of 

teachers    who    have    continued   with    us    from  ^aslwille,   a   number   of   them   having   houses 

1919  until  the  present  time  have  been  increased  on   them>   and   two   tractg  of   land   flve   miles 

by  35  per  cent.     Nevertheless  |2.000  continues  from  tne   campug   constituting  a   farm   of   89 

to  be  our  normal  maximum  salary  for  a  full  acreg      In  return   for  tMs  gift  the  surviving 

proiessor.  brothers  will  receive  a  small  annuity  from  the 

Distribution  of  Total  Expenditures  University  so  long  as  either  shall  live.    The  ex- 

.           •     .      ,   ,                            .             .          ,  act  value  of  this  gift  is  hard  to  ascertain,  but  it 

As  explained   last  year,   our  increasing  at-  babl     runs  in  excess  of  |12  000.     This  evi. 

tempt  to  be  scientifically  correct  m  our  ac-  dence  of  lova]ty  on  the  rt  of  thege  oMegt 
counts  results  in  transfers  between  certain  de-  alumni  of  our8*  ig  worth  far  more  eyen  ^ 
partments,  so  that  the  reports  as  given  are  not  ^  hougeg  and  landg  R  ig  Qne  of  the  lendid 
always  completely  comparable.  Neverthless,  gi  ^  pisk  barton  from  the  verv  be. 
the  evidence  of  relative  increases  of  teaching  inni  wag  lendidl  designed  and  worthily 
expenditures  as  compared  with  administrative  ;  pstowpd 
costs  is  substantially  correct  and  highly  grati- 
fying.    Expenditures  for  strictly  educational  The  Burrus  Farm 

purposes  have  risen  in  two  years  from  56  per  T.he  farm  win  help  to  solve  our  dairv  prob. 

cent  to  58   per  cent.     Administration  proper  ]em      whjle         h         not     uite  impossible  to 

has  fallen  by  1  per  cent.                t  

Comparative  Expenditures 

Amount  Spent  Percentage  of  Total 

Net  Expenditures 

1920-21  '21-'22              '22-'23               '20-'21           '21-'22         '22-'23 

Arts   and    Science    $49,442  $54,624          $70,661               35.1               36.2               43.0 

Hygiene     12,808  9,615                                         9.1                 6.4 

Music    School     12,093  15,252              18,357                 8.6               10.1               11.2 

Training    School    2,873  3,747                3,037                 2.0                 2.5                 1.9 

Library    1,605  1,537               3,491                1.1                1.0                2.1 

78,821  84,775              95,546               55.9               56.2               58.2 

Operation    of   Plant    29,106  20,989              27,346               20.7               13.9               16.6 

Publicity     5,892  16,141                9,082                 4.2               10.7                 5.5 

Administration     16,479  15,956             18,008              11.7              10.6              10.9 

Dining  Room     2,097  1,640*                 706                 1.5                 1.1*                 .4 

Dormitories    789  325                2,808+               0.5                 0.2                 1.8 

Laundry 580*  510*                 707*               0.4*               0.3*               0.4* 

Dairy  and  Garden   1,541  343*                479                1.1                0.2*                .3 

♦Surplus. 

tRepairs  to  Dormitories,  $1,918;   Fuel,  Light  and  Water,  $2,239,  as  against  $1,495  in  1920-21. 

Business  Operations 

I  am   sorry  to  report  that  the  surplus   re-  make    a    dairy    self-supporting    right    on    the 

ported  for  the  preceding  year  were  not  dupli-  campus,    neverthless   it   was    a   most   difficult 

cated.     It  is  difficult  to  keep  within  |17  per  task.     Now  we  have  abundant  pasturage  and 

month  for  room,  board,  and  laundry.    We  are  we  nave  the  opportunity  to  raise  our  own  corn 

struggling  hard  for  the  current  year  and  are  and  hay.    It  will  cost  something  to  get  started, 

still  determined   to   do   our  best  to  keep   the  but  I  look  to  a  real  profit  on  our  dairy  after 

costs  of  education  low  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  this  year, 

who  aspire  to  its  benefits.  .          , 

Up  to  the  first  of  January,  1924,  the  dining  Attendance 

room  was  again  paying  its  way.  The  statistics  of  total   attendance  and  the 
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college  attendance  figures  since  1914-15  are  as 
follows : 

Total  College  Attendance 

Attendance  Nine  Twelve 

months  months 

1914-15    516  160  160 

1915-16     522  180  180 

1916-17    574  208  208 

1917-18    468  221  221 

1918-19    574  253  253 

1919-20    595  291  306 

1920-21     689  327  412* 

1921-22      602  274  287 

1922-23    633  266  280 

1923-24    (first 

quarter   524  283 

including  unclassified  Summer  School  students. 
In  the  following  years,  unclassified  students  are  not 
included  in  the  college  attendance,  even  though  they 
are  doing  work  of  college  grade. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  college  registration 
for  one  quarter  in  1923-24  is  greater  than  four 
quarters  in  1922-23. 

Signs  of  Progress 

It  is  difficult  to  demonstrate  the  quality  of 
the  training  which  Fisk  offers.  One  very  pleas- 
ing sign  this  year,  however,  is  found  in  the 
signal  success  of  Professor  Caliver,  who  won 
the  first  prize  of  .$500  in  a  nation-wide  contest 
set  by  the  American  Woodworking  Machinery 
Company  for  the  best  essay  on  the  topic  "What 
I  am  Doing  or  Propose  to  Do  to  Make  the 
Woodworking  or  Cabinet  Making  Department 
of  Higher  Educational  Value  to  my  Pupils." 
This  exposition  of  the  work  done  at  Fisk  will 
be  widely  circulated  by  the  firm  offering  the 
prize. 

Two  scholarships  in  Music  have  been  granted 


two  of  our  advanced  students  by  the  Juilliard 
Foundation. 

The  phenomenal  success  of  our  own  Roland 
Hayes  as  tenor  soloist  on  the  concert  stage 
both  abroad  and  at  home  has  made  this  a  signal 
year  of  achievement.  Fisk  is  proud  of  Mr. 
Hayes  and  highly  gratified  by  his  ardent  loyalty 
both  to  Fisk  and  to  his  foundation  teacher, 
Miss  Jennie  A.  Robinson,  the  great  builder  of 
the  Fisk  Music  Department. 

The  Future 

Many  forward  steps  will  find  appropriate 
statement  or  prediction  as  soon  as  we  have 
been  more  definitely  assured  of  financial  ex 
istence)  by  the  completion  of  the  million  dollar 
fund.  We  must  meet  all  our  present  obliga- 
tions before  we  yield  to  ideas  of  expansion. 
The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  .shall 
rightly  talk  in  larger  terms. 

In  Memoriam 

It  was  the  sad  duty  of  Mr.  Wood  and  myself 
to  represent  the  Trustees  at  the  burial  services 
in  Greenwrood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn  of  our  long 
time  pastor  and  later  acting  president  and 
Dean,  Dr.  Cornelius  W.  Morrow.  Eighteen 
years  of  service  had  its  nominal  reward  in  a 
Carnegie  pension.  Living  in  every  quiet  com- 
fort he  still  was  ready  and  glad  to  go  higher. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  28th  of  March. 
Memorial  services  were  held  on  May  20th,  the 
full  account  of  which  was  printed  in  the  Fisk 
Xews  for  last  June.  May  his  every  good  work 
long  be  remembered  at  Fisk. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Fayette  Avery  MoKexzie. 


1 
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MISS   SARAH    M.   WELLS 


PROFESSOR   HELEN  C  MORGAN       MRS.    ELLA   SH  EPPARD-MOORE 


FISK      UNIVERSITY      NEWS 


15 


Treasurer's  Report 


Fisk  University  Balance  Sheet  on  June  30,  1923 


Assets 

Investment    of   Trust 
Funds — 

Real  Estate $  29,049.46 

Mortgages  on  Real  Es- 
tate  185,391.37 

Bonds  of  Corporations 

&  Other  Securities  _  _     47,836.20— $262,277.03 


Plant- 
Land,  Campus  and  Ad- 
joining      77,851.02 

Buildings 407,766.41 

Equipment 94,571.74—  580,189.17 


Current  Assets — 
Cash  in  Bank  and  on 

Hand 28,131.25 

Accounts  Receivable — 

Students 291.26 

Inventory   of   Supplies 

on  Hand 10,939.44 

Insurance  Prepaid 4,223.39 

Investment   of   Special 

Funds 4,130.96—    47,716.30 


Liabilities  and  Funds 
Trust  Funds — 
General  Endowment.. $207,215.56 
Professorship  Endow- 
ment        8,788.14 

Library  Endowment  __  9,000.00 
Scholarship  Endowm't  31,973.33 
Annuity  Funds 5,300.00- 


262,277.03 


Plant  Capital 580,189.17 

Current  Liabilities  & 

Current  Deficit — 
Notes    Payable,    Bank 

Loans $  77,000.00 

Notes  Payable,  Others       5,000.00 

Accounts  Payable 14,706.25 

Special  Funds 10,449.81 


Deduct  Back 
Deficits  Ac- 
cumulated. .30,743.94 

Deduct  Defic. 
for  Current 
Year 28,695.82 


$107,156.06 


59,439.76—    47,716.30 


Total  Resources $890,182.50 


$890,182.50 
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Treasurer's  Report 


Fisk  University  Balance  Sheet  on  June  30,  1923 


Income 
From  Students — 
Tuition,  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences  $  14,037.98 

Tuition,  Music  School.  8,945.25 

Tuition,  Training  Sch..  715.20 

Fees,  Laboratories 1,545.00 

Fees,  Library 761 .00 

Fees,  Miscellaneous...  2,409.63—$  28,414.06 

From  Endowment 
Funds — 

Interest $  13,696.18 

Rents  of  Real  Estate..       1,980.75—     15,676.93 

From  Gifts — 

Slater  Fund $    2,000.00 

American   Missionary 

Assn 1,500.00 

Various  Donors  to  Stu- 
dent Aid 250.00 

Miscellaneous 6,603.42 

Carnegie  Corporation.     12,500.00 

General  Education  Bd.     50,000.00 

Various  Donors  to  Cur- 
rent Expenses 16,758.29—    89,611.71 

From  Other  Sources, 

Misc 2,040.75 

Total  Income $135,743.45 

Deficit  of  Income  for  Current  Year _ .     28,695.82 

$164,439.27 


Expenditures 
Instruction- 
Arts  and  Sciences $  70,660.56 

Music  School 18,356.74 

Training  School 3,037.41 

Library 3,490.81—$  95,545.52 

Operation  and  Maintenance,  includ- 
ing Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Care  of 
Buildings  and  Grounds 27,346.13 

Administration,  including  Salaries  and 
Office  Expenses 18,007.52 

Miscellaneous — 

Student  Aid $  1,147.00 

Teachers' Annuities.  __  1,467.77 

Publicity 9,082.22 

General  Expense 1,783.79 

Interest 3,504.76 

Loss    on    Dormitories, 

Dining  Room,  Dairy, 

Etc 3,802.87 

Other  Expenses 2,751.69—    23,540.10 


$164,439.27 


I )_  PAMPHLET  BINDER 

^S   Syracuse.  N.   Y. 
SS   Stockton,  Colif. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOISURBANA 


3  0112  076480968 


